Program for Dolo-Slovo Rocks! 2022 Geology Field Trip
Tuesday 19th July 2022 Dolo-Slovo Rocks! trip begins. Arrival of participants at Venice Marco
Polo International Airport. Transfer by coach to the Trieste area. Accommodation at Villa Borgo
Duino, in the atmospheric fishing village of Duino. Included buffet dinner at Villa Borgo Duino
(https://www.villaborgoduino.it/).
Wednesday 20th July 2022. Morning - Visits to the Carso (Karst) region, walking the Rilke path
between Sistiana and Duino. This is a trail suspended on white karstic cliffs above the sea, which
allows you to see plenty of interesting geological phenomena (Trail difficulty: easy, with some
uneven ground). Afternoon - free time to spend either at the local beaches, or in Trieste. Free
evening and dinner on your own. Accommodation: Same as previous night.
Thursday 21st July 2022. Morning - Visit to Grotta Gigante, the most important cave system on the
Italian side of the Carso (Karst) region. Afternoon - transfer to Ljubljana, Slovenia and visit the
Postjoina caves, en route. Included dinner at Castle Restaurant (Gostlina na Gradu), Ljubljana.
Accommodation at Hotel Galleria (https://www.hotelgalleria.eu/) and Hotel Galeria River
(https://www.galeriariver.com/), both located nearby in the historic center of Ljubljana.
Friday 22nd July 2022. Morning - Free time in Ljubljana, the atmospheric capital city of Slovenia,
which offers many beautiful sights, especially in the old town along the banks of the Ljubljanica
river, and in the castle hills, with plenty of attractions, such as museums, cafés, and shops.
Afternoon - Optional walk with Max in the Lake Bled area (Trail difficulty: moderate, with some
exposed sections). Accommodation same as previous night. Free evening and dinner on your own.
Saturday 23rd July 2022. Morning - Transfer via scenic routes through the Julian and Austrian Alps.
Stop for lunch at a typical Austrian inn (not included). Afternoon - Arrival in the Valle
Aurina/Ahrntal, in bilingual South Tyrol, and visit to the Kirchler mineral museum
(www.mineralienmuseum.com), where some stunning pieces are kept. Transfer to Hotel Alpen
Palace (https://www.alpenpalace.com/en/). Included dinner, with free access to spa and wellness
center at the hotel.
Sunday, 24th July 2022. Morning - Visit to the Mining museum (www.bergbaumuseum.it),
Cadipietra section. Lunch at a typical south Tyrolean inn in Predoi (not included), then visit to the
mines (Mining museum, Predoi section), an atmospheric ride into the earth's bowel for 1 km with a
small train. Copper has been extracted in the Aurina valley for centuries, and is still being mined.
Late Afternoon - Transfer to Cortina, the Dolomites region small capital town. Accommodation at
Malga Ra Stua (http://www.malgarastua.com/?lang=en), a beautiful upland working dairy farm,
which also offers accommodation and local produce. Dinner included.
Monday 25th July 2022. Morning - Hiking roundtrip from Malga Ra Stua, located in the heart of
the wild Ampezzo Dolomites. There are extensive forests, dramatic waterfalls, and impressive
gorges. The mountains here are the ultimate, quintessential Dolomites at their best, and display their
typical color palette—pale grey, orange, red, purple. We will walk a circular trail that connects three
rifugio amidst the most beautiful and least frequented Dolomites (with the option of a full circle or a
simplified version). Route: Malga Ra Stua, Rifugio Fodara Vedla, Rif. Sennes, Rif. Biella, and
return to Malga Ra Stua. Circular route with lunch at either typical mountain huts Fodara Vedla or
Sennes (not included). (Full roundtrip is about 5 hrs. in length. Trail difficulty: moderate, with some
exposed sections). After Rifugio Sennes, it is possible to return via a shorter route (total length
around 3hrs, easy-moderate). Free evening (with possibility of having dinner arranged at the Malga,
not included). Possibility, also, of arranging transfer to Cortina for those wishing to go for dinner on
their own.

Tuesday 26th July 2022. Morning - Driving the Great Dolomite Road, amongst the most celebrated
peaks of the Dolomites. Pit stop at the foot of the Marmolada. At 3800 meters, this is the highest
mountain of the region, with its only extensive glacier. We’ll continue on to the Alpe di Pampeago,
where we will walk the Dos Capel geological trail (reached with a gondola from Predazzo). Trail
difficulty: Moderate, with some exposed sections. Late afternoon – Transfer to hotel Miravalle Fai
(https://www.miravallefai.it/en/), near Trento. Included dinner at Miravalle Fai, with free access to
spa and wellness center at the hotel.
Wednesday, 27th July 2022. Morning - Day trip to Bolzano and visit to the Archaeological Museum,
where the famous Otzi mummy is kept. German-looking Bolzano is the small capital of bilingual
South Tyrol, and is a vibrant city with lots of atmosphere, interesting monuments, typical shops, and
a delightful market. Free afternoon in Bolzano, and free evening, with dinner on your own in Fai
(dinner at Miravalle Fai can be arranged, not included). Accommodation: Same as the previous day.
Thursday, 28th July 2022. Morning - Visit to the working porphyry quarries near Albiano and
included lunch at the “Pojer and Sandri” winery in Faedo. Afternoon - Visit to the strange and
interesting geological phenomenon of the Earth Pyramids in Segonzano (these locations are all
near Trento). Transfer to the Grand Hotel in Trento (https://www.grandhoteltrento.com/en/). Free
evening in Trento, with dinner on your own. Accommodation: Same as the previous day.
Friday 29th July 2022. Free morning in Trento, a historic city (seat of the famous council), with a lot
of character and important monuments (such as the Duomo and Castello del Buonconsiglio). It also
has an iconic new Science museum, MUSE (https://www.muse.it/en/Pages/default.aspx), which is
highly recommended, but tickets for a visit need to be booked in advance. Afternoon - Transfer to
and guided visit to the Bletterbach Gorge. This is an amazing site—an open book on the entire
geological history of the Dolomites, which will sum up all we have been visiting during the trip
(Trail difficulty: moderate, with some exposed sections). Included farewell dinner at a typical South
Tyrolean Inn nearby. Accommodation: same as the previous day.
Saturday 30th July 2022. Dolo-Slovo trip ends after breakfast. From Trento train station, there are
easy connections to all major destinations.
There is the possibility of a Dolo-Slovo extension, for those wishing to stay longer. Contact Max for
more information.

